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April 14, 2014 

 

Welcome to the 2014 Data Conference, Connecting More Dots. I am 
humbled by the impressive work that occurs throughout the 
schools of Nebraska. Every child, every day is being served by  
dedicated and passionate people in our state. 

 

As we look to the future, it is among our priorities to find ways for 
that commitment to flourish. One of the ways to support this  
endeavor is to ensure the pieces, or dots, within the education  
system are connected and working to support, quality teaching 
and learning and continuous school improvement. 

 

The theme of this year’s data conference provides a unique opportunity to have discussions 
and dialogue about what is changing, what are the possibilities, and how might we make the 
best use of quality data to fuel the passion. The coming year will provide unique opportuni-
ties for Nebraska Education to take the lead in aligning, creating, and connecting systems. 

 

The work of the data dashboard, upgrading the Data Reporting System, the statewide  
efforts around tools for learning objects and learning management systems, the single sign 
on efforts and the partnerships between the Nebraska Department of Education, the ESUs 
and school districts all provide significant opportunities for the future. 

 

I look forward to the conference and whole-heartedly support our efforts to improve data 
quality, find efficient methods of data collection and reporting, and most importantly using 
the data appropriately to focus on supporting teaching and learning and continuous school 
improvement through connecting more dots.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D. 

Commissioner of Education 
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SCHEDULE 

Monday, April 14th  

 

8:30 a.m.  ................................................................................................................................ Registration 

9:00 a.m.  -  11:30 a.m. ........................................................................ Pre Conference Workshops 

12:30 p.m.  - 1:30 p.m. ........................................................... Kickoff Speaker, Frederick Brown 

1:45 p.m.  -  2:45 p.m. ............................................................................................................... Session I 

3:00 p.m. -  4:00 p.m. ............................................................................................................... Session II  

4:00 p.m.  -  5:30 p.m. ........................................................................................ Exhibitor Reception 

 

Tuesday, April 15th 

 

8:00 a.m.  ................................................................................................................................ Registration 

8:30 a.m. -  9:30 a.m. ........................................... Keynote Speaker, Dr. Matthew L. Blomstedt 

9:45 a.m. -  10:45 a.m. ........................................................................................................... Session III  

11:00 a.m. -  12:00 p.m. .........................................................................................................Session IV 

12:00 p.m. -  1:15 p.m. ....................................................................................... LUNCH PROVIDED 

1:30 p.m. -  2:30 p.m. ............................................................................................................... Session V 

2:45 p.m. -  3:45 p.m. ..............................................................................................................Session VI 

3:45 p.m.  ................................................................................................................ Conference Adjourn    
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MAP 
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KICKOFF 

 

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 

Professional learning that increases educator 
effectiveness and results for all students uses a 
variety of sources and types of student, educator, 
and system data to plan, assess, and evaluate  
professional learning. Frederick Brown will  
explore what this all means for Nebraska schools 
and districts. Participants will also explore  
connections between the Standards for Profes-
sional Learning and the Nebraska data literacies.  

 

Crystal Ballrooms 1, 2, & 3 

 Frederick Brown is Learning Forward's  

director of  strategy and development. Prior to 

joining Learning Forward, Fred served as a senior 

program officer for the New York City based  

Wallace Foundation where he guided the work of 

several major                 Grantees, including the Southern Regional Education Board; the Institute for 

Learning at the University of Pittsburgh; and the states of Ohio, Iowa, Wisconsin, Oregon, 

Kansas, and New Jersey.  

 Brown's expertise is grounded in real-world experience. He has been an elementary 

school teacher and principal as well as a middle school assistant principal. He also 

served as a founding member of the Mathematics and Equity Teams for Ohio's Project  

Discovery, a statewide initiative to improve mathematics and science 

instruction. 

 Over the past 15 years, Brown has been a leader in designing and facilitating 

cutting-edge learning experiences for school and district administrators on topics 

such as cultural competence, leadership, and professional learning communities. 
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SESSIONS 

Diamond 4 

Ginny Carter, Ginger  Lippold, and Denise Schuyler 

Review the basics to understand the world of the  
Nebraska Student & Staff Record System (NSSRS).  An 
overview of the NDE Portal, unique ID's, uploading files, 
error checks, validations/verifications, and reports will 
be provided.  We will discuss the importance of data 
quality and building a data team.  This is a perfect session 
for new superintendents, principals, and data stewards. 

Diamond 5 

Kristy Feden, Barbara Jackson, and Jan Thelen 

Teaching Strategies GOLD Online Reports are user-
friendly, customizable tools for creating and sharing B-5 
child and staff data for a variety of purposes to reflect 
your early childhood program. Join us to learn how to use 
the reports; how to generate child outcomes data district-
wide, site-specific or teacher-specific; how to run and 
interpret OSEP reports for your EC program, and most 
importantly, how to use the data to improve child out-
comes and program quality. 

Diamond 8 

Mike Danahy, Linda Dickeson, Craig Hicks,  
and Beth Kabes 

A session designed to provide insight on the multiple  
aspects of supporting instruction through tools and  

Diamond 9 

Ben Baumfalk, Matt Heusman, Rachael LaBounty, Russ 
Masco, and Kathy Vetter 

The NDE Data Reporting System (DRS), maintained by 
NDE, is a readily available source of data for school  
improvement and has been updated with current demo-
graphic, student performance, and district data. Partici-
pants will learn to retrieve and analyze yearly and trend 
data from the DRS. Time will be provided to gather and 
display data needed for school improvement analysis and 
documentation. This session is similar to the session pre-
sented at the Fall 2013 CIP workshops. An advanced DRS 
session will be presented on Monday afternoon.  
Participants will need to have an NDE Portal account and 
DRS access for both DRS sessions. 

 

 

Diamond 10 

Frederick Brown, Chad Dumas 

As a primer to the keynote, Frederick Brown, Director of 
Strategy and Development for Learning Forward 
(formerly the National Staff Development Council), will 
engage participants in specific actions they can take to 
increase teacher effectiveness. Using the four data litera-
cy questions from the Nebraska Department of Educa-
tion and the Learning Forward Innovation Configuration 
Maps, participants will walk away with resources for ex-
amining data, planning next steps, and evaluating  
impact. 
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SESSIONS 

resources in Nebraska schools.  An initiative powered by 
data, provides a unique opportunity for enhancing the 
instructional experience for students and teachers. Hear 
about the progress to date and the plans for the future.  

Diamond 9 

Josh Fields, Brittany Hajek, and Lenny VerMaas 

Schools now have four years of NeSA-M data in addition 
to national normed data, universal screeners, and diag-
nostic assessments.  This data is being used to identify 
trends, strengths, interventions, and monitor students in 
the area of mathematics.  Schools are implementing a 
variety of strategies and research based interventions to 
help students succeed mathematically K-12.  Seward 
Public schools will share their math journey and Lenny 
will share strategies from other schools. 

 

 

Diamond 10 

Frederick Brown, Chad Dumas 

Designed for members of School Improvement Teams, 
Frederick Brown will engage participants in 1) Gaining a 
general understanding of the Standards of Professional 
Learning and how they support systems of learning in 
your school, and 2) Identifying specific steps your team 
can take to improve educator effectiveness and results 
for students in your school.  

Crystal 1, 2, & 3 

Jill Aurand, Sue Martin, and Pam Tagart 

Learn about changes to the NSSRS Student and Staff sub-
missions and the NSSRS Validation website for the  
2014-2015 school year, as well as new collections and 
updated features in the Consolidated Data Collection 
(CDC).  District staff responsible for both NSSRS and CDC 
data submissions will find this session valuable.  

**Repeat in Session III, Diamond 10** 

Crystal 4 

Ben Baumfalk, Carol Rempp 

State statute requires that NDE conduct a Multicultural 
Education Survey every five years. In 2013 this survey, 
along with demographic and student achievement data, 
indicates increasing changes in schools across the state. 
This session will share the results of the survey and the 
implications this data has on school districts. 

 

Diamond 4 

Lori Adams, Shane Rhian, Kiley Taylor, and  
Cathy Von Kaenel 

This introductory session provides a basic understanding 
of the Grants Management System (GMS) and is specifi-
cally designed for administrators, special education  
directors, federal program directors, business/financial 
managers, and those responsible for completing grant 
applications and requesting funds.  Attendees will learn 
key terminology and navigational functions used within 
the GMS; along with processes used to complete and  
submit an application and request reimbursement of 
funds with an emphasis on preparation for fiscal and  
program auditing and monitoring. 
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SESSIONS 

Diamond 10 

Frederick Brown, Chad Dumas 

Geared toward central office administrators and ESU or 
district professional developers. Frederick Brown will 
engage participants in 1) Gaining a personalized under-
standing of the Standards of Professional Learning and 
how you can support systems of learning in your setting, 
and 2) Identifying specific steps you can take to improve 
educator effectiveness and results for students. 

Crystal 1, 2, & 3 

Nancy Becker, Donlynn Rice 

Teacher/Principal evaluation models based on the  
Nebraska Teacher and Principal Performance Frame-
work are currently being piloted across Nebraska.  This 
presentation will provide an update on this process and 
highlight the importance of data in the various compo-
nents of each model.  Specific examples will be given of 
how data is being used to improve teaching and learning  

**Repeat Session VI, Diamond 8** 

 

Crystal 4 

Dean Folkers, Matt Hastings 

Hear about the tremendous progress and tools that are 
part of the Statewide Longitudinal Data System Grant.  
Projects include the Data Dashboard, Data Cadre,  
Research, and Evaluation, Interstate Locator, Data  
Dictionary development, the Data Reporting System, and 
other sustainability efforts targeted as part of the grant. 
The session is designed to understand the goals, pro-
gress, and future work of the SLDS. 

Diamond 5 

Adria Bace, Kathy Boshart, Pam Kasl, and John Marcucci 

Review the special education discipline report system, 
data elements, upload feature and newly added data  
validations. Discussion will include special education 
NSSRS data elements, review of new written guidance 
and updated reporting calendar. Meet the new special 
education data team! 

 

 

Diamond 8 

Rachael LaBounty, Max Reiner, and Kathy Vetter 

Explore the data available in the NDE DRS system for 
supporting evidence for AdvancED Standard 3. A demon-
stration of the system will be offered as well as exem-
plars of selected evidence. District CIP team members for  
AdvancED and Frameworks may find this data source 
useful for both preparing for a visit and ongoing CIP. 

 

 

Diamond 9 

John Moon 

Accurate assessment data is important in presenting the 
district's story on the State of the Schools Report (SOSR).  
NeSA assessment data needs to be verified in a timely  
manner to ascertain correct scores for all students.  
There are several ways that district staff can verify as-
sessment data using eDirect Reports, NSSRS Validations, 
and SOSR Compare Tool. 
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KEYNOTE 

e of the many teams at the Nebraska Department of Education focused on providing leadership and support 

of Nebraska Education is the Data, Research and Evaluation (DRE) team. The team is organized by workgroups that fo-

cus on providing assistance through the NDE Helpdesk, a student data group, staff data group, and a research and evalu-

ation workgroup as well. Most recently, we have expanded the efforts to include the P-20 Data Systems (as part of the 

SLDS work) and efforts to create a Project Management Office.  Partnerships with every team at NDE and external or-

ganizations continue to create opportunities for synergy and enthusiasm for the future.  

 These focus areas, supported by highly committed staff, provide a framework for the work that continues to 

improve processes, evaluate systems, and provide support for timely and accurate data collection, reporting, and use in 

support of teaching, learning, and continuous school improvement. These priorities are accomplished through a focus on 

Quality data; Contribute to the educational success; Communicate key information, and rely on a constant focus to  

Connect systems that provide efficiency and effectiveness.  

 I am very proud to work with dedicated members of the team to support efforts of this conference and our work 

through the year and continue to be extremely grateful for the staff that makes up the “DREam team” at NDE.   

 

Dr. Dean Folkers, Sr. Administrator, Data, Research and Evaluation 

 
 

 Dr. Blomstedt was named Commissioner of Education by the State Board of Education on January 2, 2014.   

Dr. Blomstedt served as the Executive Director of the Nebraska Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council  

until December 2013. He previously served as the first full-time Executive Director of the Nebraska Rural Commu-

nity Schools Association, a research analyst for the Education Committee of the Nebraska Legislature and has 

worked in a variety of policy research roles over the past 16 years. During this time, Dr. Blomstedt worked closely 

with policy makers, school district officials, and numerous educational stakeholders across Nebraska. In 2001, he 

was appointed to the Nebraska School Finance Review Committee as a school finance expert and served in a  

number of other educational advisory capacities in state government and higher education. He also has experience 

and interest in state and local tax policy as well as state and local economic development.  

 Dr. Blomstedt is a native Nebraskan whose career has focused on local, regional, and statewide education 

issues. Dr. Blomstedt’s experience includes education finance and organization, assessment and accountability, pro-

fessional development, and the development of  systems to enhance blended and distance learning opportunities 

across the state.  

 Dr. Blomstedt earned a Ph.D. in Educational Leadership and Higher Education from the University of Ne-

braska-Lincoln as well as a Master’s Degree in Community and Regional Planning. 
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SESSIONS 

Diamond 4 

Bryce Wilson 

This presentation provides an overview of how data  
collected in NSSRS, the Consolidated Data Collections, 
and Grants Management System are used in the State Aid  
calculation. In addition, we will talk about common  
mistakes and the reports available to validate your data. 

 

Diamond 5 

Ginny Carter, Dean Folkers, and Scott Summers 

Hear about the overall expectations and responsibilities 
of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) along with a preview of the Data Sharing Rule 
for Nebraska schools, ESU’s, Learning Community and 
NDE. Also, get a preview of the Secure Email tool increas-
ingly used by NDE to ensure data privacy and security 
when communicating through email. Provide feedback 
on the proposed strategy for securemail.  

Diamond 8 

Michele Borg, Wade Fruhling 

Have you ever struggled to “Connect the Dots” academi-
cally for students attending school in emergency shelters, 
juvenile detention facilities, and residential placements?  
Due to mobility of this student population, successful 
school-to-school transition, including timely transfer of 
records and credits, is essential for continued engage-
ment in learning and scholastic achievement.  This ses-
sion showcases Nebraska’s new web-based  
Academic Advancement Plan System where individual-
ized student learning plans can be collaboratively  
developed by Interim-Program Schools and public 

Diamond 3 

Matt Heusman, Russ Masco, and Kathy Vetter 

This session will touch on the research behind the  
importance of using perceptual data to inform classroom 
instruction.  There will also be discussion about creating 
good perceptual questions as well as the effective organi-
zation and display of the results from perceptual data.  
Tips will be offered in analyzing perceptual  
results to inform classroom practices and school  
improvement. 

8:30 a.m.—9:30 a.m. 

 

The new Commissioner of Education is no stranger 
to the importance of data quality, data use, and 
connecting the dots of systems. During this session, 
hear Dr. Blomstedt share insights about Nebraska’s 
future and the possibilities that exist as we rethink 
how we use data to communicate about education 
more strategically and support continuous school 
improvement through support systems and inte-
gration that move the focus to every student, every 
day as a critical foundation of an emerging vision 
for Education. Working together creates synergy 
and through collaboration, we improve the oppor-
tunities for all Nebraska. 

 

Crystal Ballrooms 1, 2, & 3 
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SESSIONS 
schools in accordance with Rule 18.  Come see how the 
AAP System can help you “Connect the Dots” to  
improve educational outcomes for students in out-of-
home care. 

 

Diamond 9 

Diane Stuehmer, Beth Zillig 

The focus of this session will be on data that is submitted 
to NDE and is used, in some way, for Title I  
purposes.  Title I utilizes data from the CDC, NSSRS, and 
GMS. 

Diamond 10 

Jill Aurand, Sue Martin, and Pam Tagart 

Learn about changes to the NSSRS Student and Staff sub-
missions and the NSSRS Validation website for the 2014-
2015 school year, as well as new collections and updated 
features in the Consolidated Data Collection (CDC).  Dis-
trict staff responsible for both NSSRS and CDC data sub-
missions will find this session valuable.  

**Repeat in Session I, Crystal 1, 2, & 3** 

 

Diamond 3 

Sue Anderson, Russ Masco, and Kathy Vetter 

A statewide system of professional development training 
for data analysis is the focus of Goal 2 of the SLDS 
grant.  Preview the Data Literacies that define what 
teachers and administrators should know about data 
analysis and experience the process that will be used to 
teach data literacy in collaboration with Continuous Im-
provement.  This session is an update on the timeline of 
the training, that will help schools analyze, understand, 
and present their data, which will be implemented begin-
ning in the 2014-2015 school year. 

 

 

Diamond 4 

Rachael LaBounty, Pam Tagart 

NDE Staff will guide participants through the error 
checking processes within NSSRS, from Data Manager to 
Verification.  The focus will be on the interdependencies 
of various templates and collections.  

**Repeat in Session VI, Diamond 3** 

 

 

Diamond 5 

Bev Benes, Eva Shepherd, and Diane Stuehmer 

The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) gives schools 
a cost-effective way to serve all breakfasts and lunches at 
no charge, regardless of economic status, while  
reducing burden at the household and local levels by 



 

  13    2014 State Data Conference 

SESSIONS 
eliminating the need to obtain eligibility data from  
families through a separate collection.  The CEP becomes 
available nationwide in school year 2014-2015. Since 
schools approved for CEP will not collect Free-Reduced 
Meal Applications, school districts will need to use other 
options for determining poverty.  Come to this session to 
learn more about the CEP and the impact on schools. 

Diamond  8 

Ben Baumfalk 

Program evaluation is the systematic method of judging 
the effectiveness and efficiency of programs, projects, 
and policies using new and existing data sources; both 
quantitative and qualitative.  This session will explore 
how program evaluation is used in education and discuss 
the differences between research and evaluation.  At-
tendees will leave with a broader understanding of what 
evaluation is and how it can be used to monitor and im-
prove educational programs in Nebraska. 

 

 

Diamond 9 

Sharon Katt, Freida Lange, Pat Madsen, and Kevin Peters 

Effective teachers are foundational to achieving positive 
student outcomes.  This session will include an overview 
of data regarding recent teacher preparation and certifi-
cation changes targeted at supporting the development 
and availability of effective teachers;  a discussion of the 
assignments of teachers as impacted by Rules, reporting, 
and realities;  information about strategies to support 
teacher development along the continuum of profession-
al practice; and an opportunity to provide input into fu-
ture directions necessary to address Nebraska’s  
teaching-force needs. 

Diamond 10 

Jill Aurand, Janice Nitz, Denise Schuyler 

This session will cover a number of topics.  We will  
discuss Student Uniq-ID and how to avoid assigning a 
duplicate ID to a student.  We will also discuss a number 
of topics related to School Enrollment records, including 
making sure students are coded correctly, coding  
students to make sure Graduation Cohort is right, and the 
recently updated Dropout Guidance.  Finally there will be 
a short presentation on the new Interstate Locator  
system of which Nebraska is now a part.  
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AGENDA 
Room  Name Diamond 3 Diamond 4 Diamond 5  Diamond 8 Diamond 9 Diamond 10 Crystal 1, 2, & 3 Crystal  4 

   

Registration Open  8:30 a.m.     

Opening Session 

9:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. 
Pre-conference Workshops       

Analyze Data for School 

Improvement Using the 

DRS 

Got Data?  Now use it to 

Connect the Dots 
  

Kickoff Session 

12:30 p.m. — 1:30 p.m. 

Kick off Session, Welcome / Update, and Key Note Speaker Frederick Brown, Learning Forward   

        Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 
 

Kick off Session, Welcome / Update, and Key Note Speaker Frederick Brown, Learning Forward   

        Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 

Session I 

1:45 p.m. — 2:45 p.m. 
 

NSSRS 101 
CARTER, LIPPOLD,  

AND SCHUYLER 

GOLD Reports for  

Administrators—What Can They Do 

For Me? 
FEDEN, JACKSON,  

AND THELEN 

 

Blend Ed … A Critical Dot to 

Connect 

DANAHY, DICKESON, HICKS,  

AND KABES 

Moving Math into the 

Intervention Mix 
FIELDS, HAJECK,  

AND VERMAAS 

Learning Forward—Next 

Steps for School Improve-

ment Leadership Teams 

BROWN, DUMAS 

Changes to NSSRS & CDC 

for the 2014-2015  

School Year  
AURAND, MARTIN,  

AND TAGART 

Implication of the 5 Year 

Multicultural Education 

Survey  
BAUMFALK, REMPP 

Session II 

3:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Grants Management  

System (GMS) 
ADAMS, RHIAN, TAYLOR,   

AND VON KAENEL 

Special Education  

Reporting Updates 
BACE, BOSHART, KASL,  

AND MARCUCCI 

 

Use of Data in DRS as  

Evidence for CIP 
LABOUNTY, REINER,  

AND VETTER 

Connecting Assessment 

Results to Students 
MOON 

Learning Forward:  

Next Steps for District 

Leaders & Developers 
BROWN, DUMAS 

Teacher/Principal  

Evaluation and the  

Importance of  Data 
BECKER, RICE 

Longitudinally  

Connecting the Dots: an 

SLDS Grant Update 
FOLKERS, HASTINGS 

4:00 p.m. — 5:30 p.m. Exhibitor Reception and Big Blow Out    Exhibitor Reception and Big Blow Out  

   

Registration Open  8:00 a.m.     

General Session 

8:30 a.m. —9:30 a.m. 
Keynote Speaker—Dr. Matthew Blomstedt, Commissioner of Education   

        Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 
 

Keynote Speaker—Dr. Matthew Blomstedt, Commissioner of Education  

        Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 

Session III 

9:45 a.m.— 10:45 a.m. 

Why Perceptual Data  
HEUSMAN, MASCO,  

AND VETTER 

Connecting the Data Between  

NSSRS, Data  Collections, and State Aid  
WILSON 

Connecting the Privacy and Security 

Dots  
CARTER, FOLKERS,   

AND SUMMERS 

 

“Connecting the Dots” for 

Students in Interim-Program 

Schools  
BORG, FRUHLING 

I’m New to Title I—What Do 

I Need to Know about Data?  
STUEHMER, ZILLIG 

Changes to NSSRS & CDC 

for the 2014-2015  

School Year  
AURAND, MARTIN,  

AND TAGART 

 

 

Session IV 

11:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Data Literacy for All Schools  
ANDERSON, MASCO,  

AND VETTER 

The Art and Science of Error Checking 

in NSSRS: What You Don’t Know Will 

Hurt You!  
LABOUNTY, TAGART 

Community Eligibility  

Provision—Impact on  

School Funding  
BENES, SHEPHERD,  

AND STUEHMER 

 
Evaluating Educational  

Programs—A Primer  
BAUMFALK 

The Effective Teacher  

Connection  
KATT, LANGE, MADSEN,  

AND PETERS 

School Enrollment—

Students Right;  

Interstate Locator  
AURAND, NITZ, AND SCHUYLER 

  

12:00 p.m.—1:15 p.m. LUNCH PROVIDED  Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 Speaker Matt Hastings and Double Line Dashboard Demonstration    LUNCH PROVIDED  Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 Speaker Matt Hastings and Double Line Dashboard Demonstration   

Breakout Session V 

1:30 p.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

NSSRS 101  
CARTER, LIPPOLD,  

AND SCHUYLER 

Nebraska’s Data Dashboard Project  
HASTINGS 

Taking Flight—Are  

Teachers Leaving?  
BAUMFALK, MASCO,  

AND SENSENEY 

 

Successfully Implementing 

Nebraska Fine Arts  

Standards 

DEFRAIN 

 

AdvancED Schools Connect 

the Student Performance 

and Survey Data in ASSIST  
LANGE, LOSEKE, MCGUIRE 

 

 

Breakout Session VI 

2:45 p.m. — 3:45 p.m. 

The Art and Science of Error 

Checking in NSSRS: What You 

Don’t Know Will Hurt You!  
LABOUNTY, TAGART 

Dots Along the Continuum: P-20 Data 

and Workforce Data Quality 
HASTINGS, REINER 

Got  Something “In Common”...Let’s 

Connect more Dots through Single 

Sign On  
DANAHY, ISAACSON 

 

Teacher/Principal  

Evaluation and the  

Importance of  Data 
BECKER, RICE 

    

3:45 p.m. Conference Adjourn          
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Room  Name Diamond 3 Diamond 4 Diamond 5  Diamond 8 Diamond 9 Diamond 10 Crystal 1, 2, & 3 Crystal  4 

   

Registration Open  8:30 a.m.     

Opening Session 

9:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. 
Pre-conference Workshops       

Analyze Data for School 

Improvement Using the 

DRS 

Got Data?  Now use it to 

Connect the Dots 
  

Kickoff Session 

12:30 p.m. — 1:30 p.m. 

Kick off Session, Welcome / Update, and Key Note Speaker Frederick Brown, Learning Forward   

        Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 
 

Kick off Session, Welcome / Update, and Key Note Speaker Frederick Brown, Learning Forward   

        Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 

Session I 

1:45 p.m. — 2:45 p.m. 
 

NSSRS 101 
CARTER, LIPPOLD,  

AND SCHUYLER 

GOLD Reports for  

Administrators—What Can They Do 

For Me? 
FEDEN, JACKSON,  

AND THELEN 

 

Blend Ed … A Critical Dot to 

Connect 

DANAHY, DICKESON, HICKS,  

AND KABES 

Moving Math into the 

Intervention Mix 
FIELDS, HAJECK,  

AND VERMAAS 

Learning Forward—Next 

Steps for School Improve-

ment Leadership Teams 

BROWN, DUMAS 

Changes to NSSRS & CDC 

for the 2014-2015  

School Year  
AURAND, MARTIN,  

AND TAGART 

Implication of the 5 Year 

Multicultural Education 

Survey  
BAUMFALK, REMPP 

Session II 

3:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Grants Management  

System (GMS) 
ADAMS, RHIAN, TAYLOR,   

AND VON KAENEL 

Special Education  

Reporting Updates 
BACE, BOSHART, KASL,  

AND MARCUCCI 

 

Use of Data in DRS as  

Evidence for CIP 
LABOUNTY, REINER,  

AND VETTER 

Connecting Assessment 

Results to Students 
MOON 

Learning Forward:  

Next Steps for District 

Leaders & Developers 
BROWN, DUMAS 

Teacher/Principal  

Evaluation and the  

Importance of  Data 
BECKER, RICE 

Longitudinally  

Connecting the Dots: an 

SLDS Grant Update 
FOLKERS, HASTINGS 

4:00 p.m. — 5:30 p.m. Exhibitor Reception and Big Blow Out    Exhibitor Reception and Big Blow Out  

   

Registration Open  8:00 a.m.     

General Session 

8:30 a.m. —9:30 a.m. 
Keynote Speaker—Dr. Matthew Blomstedt, Commissioner of Education   

        Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 
 

Keynote Speaker—Dr. Matthew Blomstedt, Commissioner of Education  

        Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 

Session III 

9:45 a.m.— 10:45 a.m. 

Why Perceptual Data  
HEUSMAN, MASCO,  

AND VETTER 

Connecting the Data Between  

NSSRS, Data  Collections, and State Aid  
WILSON 

Connecting the Privacy and Security 

Dots  
CARTER, FOLKERS,   

AND SUMMERS 

 

“Connecting the Dots” for 

Students in Interim-Program 

Schools  
BORG, FRUHLING 

I’m New to Title I—What Do 

I Need to Know about Data?  
STUEHMER, ZILLIG 

Changes to NSSRS & CDC 

for the 2014-2015  

School Year  
AURAND, MARTIN,  

AND TAGART 

 

 

Session IV 

11:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Data Literacy for All Schools  
ANDERSON, MASCO,  

AND VETTER 

The Art and Science of Error Checking 

in NSSRS: What You Don’t Know Will 

Hurt You!  
LABOUNTY, TAGART 

Community Eligibility  

Provision—Impact on  

School Funding  
BENES, SHEPHERD,  

AND STUEHMER 

 
Evaluating Educational  

Programs—A Primer  
BAUMFALK 

The Effective Teacher  

Connection  
KATT, LANGE, MADSEN,  

AND PETERS 

School Enrollment—

Students Right;  

Interstate Locator  
AURAND, NITZ, AND SCHUYLER 

  

12:00 p.m.—1:15 p.m. LUNCH PROVIDED  Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 Speaker Matt Hastings and Double Line Dashboard Demonstration    LUNCH PROVIDED  Crystal Rooms 1, 2, & 3 Speaker Matt Hastings and Double Line Dashboard Demonstration   

Breakout Session V 

1:30 p.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

NSSRS 101  
CARTER, LIPPOLD,  

AND SCHUYLER 

Nebraska’s Data Dashboard Project  
HASTINGS 

Taking Flight—Are  

Teachers Leaving?  
BAUMFALK, MASCO,  

AND SENSENEY 

 

Successfully Implementing 

Nebraska Fine Arts  

Standards 

DEFRAIN 

 

AdvancED Schools Connect 

the Student Performance 

and Survey Data in ASSIST  
LANGE, LOSEKE, MCGUIRE 

 

 

Breakout Session VI 

2:45 p.m. — 3:45 p.m. 

The Art and Science of Error 

Checking in NSSRS: What You 

Don’t Know Will Hurt You!  
LABOUNTY, TAGART 

Dots Along the Continuum: P-20 Data 

and Workforce Data Quality 
HASTINGS, REINER 

Got  Something “In Common”...Let’s 

Connect more Dots through Single 

Sign On  
DANAHY, ISAACSON 

 

Teacher/Principal  

Evaluation and the  

Importance of  Data 
BECKER, RICE 

    

3:45 p.m. Conference Adjourn          

AGENDA 
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Diamond 3 

Ginny Carter, Ginger  Lippold, and Denise Schuyler 

Review the basics to understand the world of the  
Nebraska Student & Staff Record System (NSSRS). An 
overview of the NDE Portal, unique ID's, uploading files, 
error checks, validations/verifications, and reports will 
be provided.  We will discuss the importance of data 
quality and building a data team.  This is a perfect  
session for new superintendent, principals and data  
stewards . 

Diamond 4 

Matt Hastings, Double Line Partners, and Pilot Districts 

This session will provide an overview of Nebraska’s high-
ly anticipated Data Dashboard. Specifically, we will pro-
vide an overview of what, exactly, the data dashboard 
initiative is and is not. Information as to the timeline for 
dashboard implementation will also be discussed. Pilot 
school districts will provide insights from an local educa-
tion agency perspective.  

 

Diamond 5 

Ben Baumfalk, Russ Masco, and Alice Senseney 

NDE's Annual Teacher Vacancy Survey consistently finds 
special education as an area with unfilled positions.   
Administrators often report difficulty recruiting qualified 
staff.  Are special education teachers leaving our state or 
the profession?  Will the supply of special educators keep 
pace with future student populations? Presenters will 
share preliminary analysis of Nebraska's special educa-
tion teacher pipeline and facilitate participant discus-
sions better informing the data. 

Diamond 8 

Debbie DeFrain 

Please join in a discussion of using longitudinal data and 
anecdotal evidence to show the importance of core Fine 
Arts Education inclusion in the classroom.  Presenter and 
participants will discuss overviews of several national 
studies and brainstorm ideas to successfully implement 
Nebraska’s newly-adopted Fine Arts standards by: crea-
tively crafting school schedules, utilizing expertise of 
teachers, incorporating more purposeful Fine Arts educa-
tion through personal interaction/distance learning/
blended instruction.  Information includes opportunities 
for new national arts data collection, and reporting/
mining both new and existing data. 

SESSIONS 
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Diamond 10 

Freida Lange, Don Loseke,  and Dennis McGuire 

AdvancED and the ASSIST tools provide schools a contin-
uous improvement process to improve student learning.  
The analysis of student performance and survey results 
in AdvancED‘s ASSIST has changed beginning with the 
2013-2014 school year.  This session will focus on the 
new requirements and demonstrate to schools how they 
can successfully connect and use their data via narra-
tives, completion of rubrics and guiding questions in AS-
SIST.  

Diamond 3 

Rachael LaBounty, Pam Tagart 

NDE Staff will guide participants through the error 
checking processes within NSSRS, from Data Manager to 
Verification.  The focus will be on the interdependencies 
of various templates and collections. 

**Repeat in Session IV, Diamond 4** 

 

Diamond 4 

Matt Hastings, Max Reiner 

Become aware of emerging and ongoing work of the P-20 
Data System along with opportunities for the future with 
the workforce data quality Initiative. Get a glimpse at the 
High School Feedback Reports (HSFR) and other activi-

ties and become familiar with an emerging goal to  
provide N*SWERS to critical research, policy and learn-
ing questions. 

Diamond 5 

Mike Danahy, Scott Isaacson 

A session to provide insight into the work of the  
InCommon pilot project and what is a single sign on as 
well as what it is not. The ultimate opportunities for an 
innovative solution to provide a single sign on solution in 
Nebraska is coming to fruition and significant progress to 
ensure security and identity management are at the fore-
front of access to the systems designed to support effec-
tive teaching and learning in Nebraska schools. 

Diamond 8 

Nancy Becker, Donlynn Rice 

Teacher/Principal evaluation models based on the  
Nebraska Teacher and Principal Performance Frame-
work are currently being piloted across Nebraska.  This 
presentation will provide an update on this process and 
highlight the importance of data in the various compo-
nents of each model.  Specific examples will be given of 
how data is being used to improve teaching and learning  

**Repeat Session II, Crystal 1, 2, &3** 

 

 

SESSIONS 
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PRESENTERS 
Dickeson, Linda 

Lincoln Public Schools 

402-458-3134 

ldickes@lps.org 

 

Dumas, Chad 

Hastings Public Schools 

402-461-7508 

cdumas@esu9.org 

 

Feden, Kristy 

EC Program Administrator 

Papillion-La Vista  Public Schools 

402-514-3243 

kfeden@paplv.org 

 

 

Fields, Josh 

Director of Curriculum and Staff  

Development 

Seward Public Schools 

josh.fields@sewardschools.org 

 

Folkers, Dean 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-4740 

dean.folkers@nebraska.gov 

 

Fruhling, Wade 

Education Service Unit Coordinating 

Council 

402-261-9403 

wfruhling@gmail.com 

 

Hajek, Brittany 

District Instructional Specialist 

Seward Public Schools 

brittany.hajek@sewardschools.org 

 

Adams, Lori 

Finance and Organization 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2637 

lori.adams@nebraska.gov 

 

Anderson, Sue 
Director of Professional Development 

Educational Service Unit 3 

sanderson@esu3.org 

 

Aurand, Jill 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3321 

jill.aurand@nebraska.gov 

 

Bace, Adria 

Special Education 

Nebraska Department of  Education 

402-471-4312 

adria.bace@nebraska.gov 

 

Baumfalk, Ben 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3697 

ben.baumfalk@nebraska.gov 

 

Becker, Nancy 

Consultant 

Teacher/ Principal Evaluation 

402-471-3697 

nbecker180@gmail.com  

 

Benes, Bev 

Nutrition Services 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3566 

bev.benes@nebraska.gov 

 

Blomstedt, Matthew 

Commissioner 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-5020 

matt.blomstedt@nebraska.gov 

 

Borg, Michele 

OHP Facilitator/Coordinator 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-310-1348 

borgworks@gmail.com 

 

Boshart, Kathy 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3188 

kathy.boshart@nebraska.gov 

 

Brown, Frederick 

Learning Forward 

912-421-0894 

frederick.brown@learningforward.org 

 

Carter, Ginny 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2369 

ginny.carter@nebraska.gov 

 

Danahy, Mike 

Educational Service Unit 2 

402-721-7710 ext. 219 

mdanahy@esu2.org 

 

DeFrain, Debbie 

Curriculum,  Instruction, and Innovation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-0015 

debbie.defrain@nebraska.gov 

mailto:nbecker180@gmail.com
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PRESENTERS 
Hastings, Matt 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-4483 

matt.hastings@nebraska.gov 

 

Heusman, Matt 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3696 

matt.heusman@nebraska.gov 

 

Hicks, Craig 

Educational Service Unit 13 

308-635-3696 

chicks@esu13.org 

 

Hobson, Melody 

Early Childhood 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-0263 

melody.hobson@nebraska.gov 

 

Isaacson, Scott 
Technology Project Manager 

Educational  Service Unit Coordinating 

Council 

402-597-4866 

sisaacson@esucc.org 

 

Jackson, Barbara 

Results Matter Data Consultant 

Monroe-Meyer Institute, Omaha 

402-559-5765 

bjjackso@unmc.edu 

 

Kabes, Beth 
Educational Service Unit 7 

402-564-5753 Ext. 1010 

bkabes@esu7.org  

 

Kasl, Pam 
Special Education 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-4341 

pam.kasl@nebraska.gov 

 

Katt, Sharon 
Adult Programs 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2405 

sharon.katt@nebraska.gov 

 

LaBounty, Rachael 
Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

308-631-5117 

rachael.labounty@nebraska.gov 

 

Lange, Freida 

School Improvement and Accreditation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2444 

freida.lange@nebraska.gov 

 

Lippold, Ginger 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3162 

ginger.lippold@nebraska.gov 

 

Loseke, Don 

School Improvement and Accreditation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2444 

don.loseke@nebraska.gov 

 

Madsen, Pat 

Adult Programs 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-4863 

pat.madsen@nebraska.gov 

 

Marcucci, John 

Special Education 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-595-1639 

john.marcucci@nebraska.gov 

 

Martin, Sue 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2784 

sue.martin@nebraska.gov 

 

Masco, Russ 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-405-1748 

russ.masco@nebraska.gov 

 

McGuire, Dennis 

School Improvement and Accreditation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2444 

dennis.mcguire@nebraska.gov 

 

Moon, John 

Assessment 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-1685 

john.moon@nebraska.gov 

 

Nitz, Janice 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3152 

janice.nitz@nebraska.gov 

 

Peters, Kevin 

Adult Programs 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-0739 

kevin.peters@nebraska.gov 
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Rempp, Carol 

Diverse Populations  

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2960 

carol.rempp@nebraska.gov 

 

Rhian, Shane 

Finance and Organization Services 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-4313 

shane.rhian@nebraska.gov 

 

Rice, Donlynn 

Curriculum, Instruction and Innovation  

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3240 

donlynn.rice@nebraska.gov 

 

Reiner, Max 

Data, Research, and Evaluation  

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-6751 

max.reiner@nebraska.gov 

 

Schuyler, Denise 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-1914 

denise.schuyler@nebraska.gov 

 

Senseney, Alice 

Diverse Populations 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2775 

alice.senseney@nebraska.gov 

 

Shepherd, Eva 

Nutrition Services 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3655 

eva.shepherd@nebraska.gov 

Stuehmer, Diane 

Federal Programs 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-1740 

diane.stuehmer@nebraska.gov 

 

Summers, Scott 

Legal 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-7828 

scott.summers@nebraska.gov 

 

Tagart, Pam 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-4735 

pam.tagart@nebraska.gov 

 

Taylor, Kiley 

Finance and Organization 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2393 

kiley.taylor@nebraska.gov 

 

Thelen, Jan 

Early Childhood 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-4319 

jan.thelen@nebraska.gov 

 

VerMaas, Lenny 

Educational Service Unit 6 

402-641-0043 

lennyvermaas@gmail.com 
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Vetter, Kathy 

Data, Research, and Evaluation 

Nebraska Department of Education 

308-730-1949 

kathy.vetter@nebraska.gov 

 

Von Kaenel, Cathy 

Finance and Organization Services 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2482 

cathy.vonkaenel@nebraska.gov 

 

Wilson, Bryce 

Finance and Organization Services 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-3323 

bryce.wilson@nebraska.gov 

 

Zillig, Beth 

Federal Programs 

Nebraska Department of Education 

402-471-2452 

beth.zillig@nebraska.gov 
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The Mohawk Group 
Chris Morris 
804 South 197th Street 
Elkhorn, NE 68022 
402-672-5387 
Chris_morris@mohawkind.com 

 

 

SOCS 
Daniel Kunzman 
1300 O Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402-479-6663 
dank@fes.org 

 

 

SequrComm 
Stephen Boggs 
1225 L Street Suite 600 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402-441-4444 
sboggs@sequrcomm.net 

 

 

Learning Station 
Steve Kirchner 
8008 Corporate Center Drive Suite 210 
Charlotte, NC 28777 
704-533-3008 

 

 

eScholar 
Karen Addesso / Elissa Seto / Lisa McNicholas 
222 Bloomingdale Road, Suite 107 
White Plains,  NY 10605 
kaddesso@escholar.com / 914-989-2902 
eseto@escholar.com / 914-989-2911 
lmnicholas@escholar.com / 914-989-2924 

 

 

Aspect Software 
John Luddy / Nick Brougham / Bev Richards 
13220 Birch Street # 220 
Omaha, NE 68164 
402-431-3107 
bev.richards@aspect.com 

EXHIBIT HALL 

http://www.themohawkgroup.com/default.aspx
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SPECIAL THANKS  

TO THE  

COLLABORATION  

WITH 
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It takes a team to Connect the Dots for a Quality Data Conference! 

We would like to acknowledge our appreciation to the following: 

 

 Victoria Green and the DRE team proofers for all of their work on the  
program 

 

 NeAT team for their assistance with technology set up for the sessions and 
the iBook 

 

 Kathy Boshart for the NDE web updates 

 

 To all of the  presenters for their contributions  

 

 NCSA for their coordination of what yet promises to be another successful 
Data Conference! 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

We look forward to seeing you at next year’s  

Data Conference on 

April  27 -28, 2015 
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This word cloud was built from the 

session descriptions. The clouds 

give greater prominence to words 

that appear more frequently in the 

source text. 
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